ENN PRT 


= Enrich Your Audience 


Your show may or may not be 
educational in the traditional 
sense, but no matter what, 

your young viewers are going to 


learn something from your show. 


They can't help it! They are perfectly evolved to absorb 
everything you give them and mash it all together to 
help make sense of their world. There are many ways 
large and small to make your already awesome show 
more enriching. So, ask yourself early and often: 
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Goals 


Make a Plan 


Whether you are teaching underwater basket-weaving 
or how to find the negative reciprocal of pi squared,* 
you had best study up. Be clear about your goals and 
develop a watertight plan, because even young viewers 
will find all the holes. 


* The negative reciprocal of pi squared is negative 1/10: 


BTW, this is always a good answer to any question. 
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€ 
N 
PN a OTe, 
TITLE 
Tips for Defining Goals 
for Your Show 


Stat with WHY 
End with HOW 

Dive io Details 
Revise with New Eyes 


=] Enrich Your Audience > Goals 


Mother Goose Club 
Bring Preschool to the World 


Start with WHY 


This may sound obvious, but WHY are you making this 
show for YouTube Kids? Does it fill a gap? Does it give 
kids and families something they need? What is your 
BIG GOAL? No, really, WHY? 


Kid President 
Kids Can Change the World 


y Big Goal: = | 


_———— 


Geek Gurl Diaries 
Girls Can Be Geeks Too! 
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Holo Preschoolers learn their ABCs 


End with HOW 


Great! Now map out a course to reach your Big Goal 
Depending on your goal, this map might be very 
detailed or pretty basic. The key is to make a thoughtful 
plan to take your viewers on an enriching journey. 
Here's an example to get you started 
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Dive into Details Revise with New Eyes 

You can then research and tinker and add detail to Made a plan? Check! Now share your plan and revise 
each of these HOWs to build out a really solid and as needed. A solid plan can guide development for 
helpful map that guides the development of your show. many seasons of excellent, enriching content. 


But wait! What if your show is not educational? What if you are not trying 


to teach anything? t See Workshee? D 


As discussed earlier, every show teaches something. Everything you put 
out there is communicating a message to your viewers. So whether your 
goal is to teach kids how to tie their shoes or inspire them to sing out 
loud, support it with a well-thought-out plan. And, who knows? You may 
find more opportunities to enrich your audience than you first imagined. 


45 Creating for YouTube Kids Field Guide 


=] Enrich Your Audience > Research 


ger? NOT. 


TITLE 


Research 


Dig Deep 
Tips to Dig Deep 


Cover the Basics 
Become an Expert 
Nake it Matfer 
Go Beyond í 

Bragging igli 


A captivating topic—one that YOU'RE interested in— 
is the best way to start any research project. 


Make sure you cover the basics, and then blow it outta the water! 

This isn't school! Your audience has to WANT to stick around because 
your show is profoundly fascinating. As the great Theodor Geisel* once 
said, “Because most people stop with the Z, but not me!"** | 


Cool School's Mister Histor digs deep on the history of the sneaker— 


in 3 minutes. & 


* Theodor Geisel—Also known as Dr. Seuss. 


BTW, a nom de plume can be great fun. 
Just ask Lemony Snicket. Or Lady Gaga. 


+ From the Dr. Seuss classic On Beyond 
Zebra! (1955). 


Cool School/The History of Sneakers f | 
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Enrich Your Audience > Research 


Cover the Basics 


Be sure your viewers have a baseline understanding of 
your topic. Why do people need shoes, anyway? 


Example 1 


Become an Expert 
Dig deep to discover the most interesting gems for your 
viewers. For example, did you know that the first shoes 
did not have a left or right foot? How about that the first 
sneakers were called plimsolls? Or that they got their 4a kenra 
current name because they are so quiet you can sneak c f) 
up on people without being heard? Mister Histor does. 

D 

Example 2 
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Make It Matter 


Try drawing comparisons to things kids can relate to 
in their own lives. Recognizing that young viewers may 
not know what a ‘canvas’ is, Mister Histor points 

out that it's the same material artists often use when 
they paint. 


Example 3 


Go Beyond 


Take it further than expected. The first sneakers were 
invented by a guy named Norman who had enormous 
feet. In fact, he was known as Enormous Norman. 
Mister Histor takes us well beyond soles and laces. 


Example 4 
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Bragging Rights 


Give your viewer information that can be used to 
impress, amaze and dare we say, show off. 


Deep Questions 


Imagine your viewers asking you the following Ree ae 


* Sæ Worksheet E Will twis impress my = sister? 


Basically... did you amaze me? 
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Vocabulary 


Be Understood 


f ! 
d ing force 
that causes the polymer Chain 
to return to its equilibrium Got it? 
State, Such as a high entropy 


random Coil Configuration, 


once the external Force is 


removed- 


37 


Unless you have a Ph.D., M.D., Ed.D. or Ab.C. in Physical Chemistry with a 
focus in laser spectroscopy, probably not. 


Well, that's how kids feel every time you throw vocabulary at them that is 
not at their level. Be selective about the words you use so kids can absorb 
whatever it is you're trying to tell them. If you fail, your content will shoot 
right past them like a high entropy random coil configuration. Whoosh! 


* Translation: “A rubber band st 
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Tips for Choosing Your 
Words Carefully 


<= 
Words to Comprehend 


Words to Read 


Words Around the World 
Big Words 


eS Enrich Your Audience > Vocabulary 


Words to Comprehend 


When introducing words kids may not know, it can be 
helpful—and less stodgy—to think of ‘describing’ rather 
than ‘defining’: 


go giat 
eo Bion Bia 
- + gah 
2 
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Words to Read 


Keep in mind that young viewers can comprehend 
many more words than they are able to read. When 
featuring onscreen text, check out the Resource links 
at the end of this section to help budding readers 
follow along. 


Words Around the World 


If viewers speak a different language at home, keep in 
mind that idioms, slang and colloquialisms can be lost 
in translation. 

This doesn't mean you have to make it B-O-R-I-N-G, but it does mean you 


should use your language thoughtfully and help your viewers understand 
expressions they may not know. 


YouTube also offers a variety of tools that can help you translate captions, 
video title and descriptions to make your show more accessible to an 
international audience. 
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Big Words 


That said...Don't be afraid to use big, impressive words 
like PACHYDERM and EPIDERMIS. 


In fact, kids LOVE to show off big words that even grown-ups may not 
know. Just be sure you describe them, reuse them and don't abuse them. 


g Resources 
Lexile Analyzer (Lexile) 


Tools to Translate Content (YouTube Help) 


Rhyming Dictionary (RhymeZone) 
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The FuZees/I'm Me Sing Along 
The word unique is introduced to a preschool audi- 
ence through repetition, examples and by having one 
character ask the other what it means. 


FlocabularyYT/Little Minnie 


j Flocabulary uses song to tackle 2™ grade vocabulary 
words in context. 


BASHO & FRIENDS/Spanish greetings, feelings 
and 
locations 


Basho immerses viewers in Spanish vocabulary with 


Se Enrich Your Audience > Mnemonics 


get? NOTE, 


TITLE 


Mnemonics Tricks to Make the 


Make it Stick Learning Stick 


Remember that awesome teacher who taught you to Songs 


remember the days of the month by counting on your 


knuckles? Or that song about the presidents that Rhymes 


suddenly made you smarter than your parents? When 


you have important information to impart, help your i x J 

viewers out by making it memorable. Alliteration 
Acronyms 

Visval Mnemonics 


Keyeniion 
| Humor 
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Songs 


Ever heard the first few notes of a song you haven't 
listened to in years and suddenly found you knew all the 
words? Songs stick. 

They offer a hook to remember everything from math facts to languages 


to healthy habits. Remember, some of the longest stories ever told 
were passed down as songs and chants way before written language hit 


the scene. 

Resources 

Learning Through Music Songs and Rhymes to Foster 
(CornmunityPlaythings) Literacy (EarlyChildhoodNews) 
Rhymes 


Rhymes can lodge themselves so thoroughly in 
your brain, you simply can't forget them. Just try to 
‘unremember’ these. We dare you. 


SO days halo Seplenber, 
Apri, June & November... 


FlocabularyYT/Dividing Fractions 


Coma Niddy/Dinosaur Rap 


LittleBabyBum/Wash Your Hands Song for Children 


beus, beans, 
good tor your heart; 


the more you at 
fe more you. 


= Enrich Your Audience > Mnemonics 


Alliteration 


Playful language, like alliteration, trips off the tongue to 
tackle troublesome topics with tranquility. 


It's also a lovely lesson for lads and lasses learning letter sounds. 
According to a study referenced by the Association for Supervision and ‘StoryBots/ABC Song: The Mighty M 
Curriculum Development, learning to discriminate phonemes, the building 

blocks of language, is a key indicator of reading success in the first two 

years of school 


Alliteration's saucy big sister, the tongue twister, is also great fun for oral FlocabularyYT/Order of Operations—PEMDAS. 
acrobatics training. 


g Resource 
Developing Phonemic Awareness (ACSD) 


Acronyms a Foe py Dear Art Sly 
Sometimes the difference between success and Se CUSE 
Pex overt, uly 


struggle can be as simple as giving viewers a handy 


acronym. An oldie but goodie, for example: Cour Exp 
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Visual Mnemonics 


Visual mnemonics can be much more effective than verbal mnemonics 
alone—especially for longer lists of material. 


Give the ole gray matter a leg up. 
StoryBots/Rhombus 


Memorize Academy/How to Memorize Fast and Easily 
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pu can never 


be Sure the 
person on the 
orner end 1S 


listening -+* 


Repetition 


Repetition is especially important for the younger 7 


age range. 
Bounce Patrol Kids/*Counting to 10” Song in 


The youngest members of the family often need concepts reinforced Four Languages! 
several times in order to benefit and feel a sense of mastery. Also, you 


can never be sure the person on the other end is listening. 


So, try giving audio and visual prompts to your audience to alert them 


that something *important* is coming—and then come back to it later in 
case they missed it. 


Humor 


Giggles can be more than just a good time. Funny 
scenarios will stick to kids like putty on a porcupine. 


Sesame Street/Aziz Ansari and Grover Get 
Ridiculous 
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$ 
€ 
SECRI ES 


TITLE 


Claims 
Tips for Video Thumbnails 


Don't Over-Promise and Metadata 


Thumbnails and metadata, which includes video titles, Be / ay mest 


tags and descriptions, can be very helpful for your 


But, whatever variety of learning you feature, refrain from making wild 


viewers — and for the success of your channel. Lf. 
Be Specific 


claims about its impact. Avoid claims like watching your show will help 


viewers get early admittance to Oxford. Or leap tall buildings in a single Be ( arefree 


bound. Or master the technique of alternate ear wiggling. These things 
simply are NOT attainable with your show alone. 


Note: Please refer to the Misleading metadata and Misleading 
thumbnail policies in YouTube's Community Guidelines. 


spit cans 
zi iggre 4 
ears! 
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Be Honest Be Specific 

Be honest about what your show offers (see Goals). This Help parents, caregivers and teachers find what they 
starts first with the thumbnail, which should be appropriate need by being specific and accurate in your video 

for kids. Next, the video title needs to accurately represent titles, tags and descriptions. If they know it's easy to 
the video content and be grammatically correct in syntax. search your channel—and you deliver the goods—they'll 
This means no abuse of keywords to optimize for search likely come back for more. Please select a reasonable 
and discovery and proper use of metadata. Never deceive number of tags that most closely reflect your video 
viewers about what kind of content they can expect. content. If you are hoping your video will be used in 

In addition to gaining the confidence of families, being ly schools, consider including the academic standards 


honest about your show can help you avoid harmful your video supports. 


criticism and backlash. 
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Be Careful 


When it comes to family-friendly media, there is a big 
difference between words of discovery, like Explore 
and Introduce, and words with implied outcomes, 
like Teach and Master. These types of claims almost 
always require serious research, an educational 
expert—and a lawyer. 


g Resources 
Make Great Thumbnails (Creator Academy) 
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SESAME STREET, 
do 
01 BICOLLECTION k 
Sesame Street: Elmo Can Be Sesame Street: Grover and Elmo Sesame Street: Elmo Has a Sesame Street: Elmo's World- 
Quiet and Loud Find a Pyramid Freeze Dance Party Jumping! 
11206 views = 7 hours ago 31,137 views + 1 day ago 102,671 views + 3 days ago 286,407 views + 6 days ago 


oc 


Sesame Street 
The Sesame Street channel labels thumbnails to help families find what they need easily and accurately. 


SCIENCE 


Crash Course Kids 


Crash Course Kids lists the Next Gen Science 
Standards covered in each video in the description 
area 


